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AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION T

Applicant:_

Case Number: 26-11-2007-085625-001 Expiry: 24 Dec 2007

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

Copy of MoD responses to FOI requests 08-10-2007-090830-001 and 07-11-
2007-155411-001

Case for release of information

There is no objection to the release of this material.
Some personal information has been withheld under exemption s.40

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation to release the aforementioned information




From:%
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5™ Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial} 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
{Fax)
e-mail das-ufo-office@maod.
Our Reference
Merton Abbey 26-11-2007-085625-001
London Date
20 December 2007

peor EEETRD

Thank you for your Freedom of Information request of 25 November 2007 asking
for copies of the MoD responses to FOI requests 08-10-2007-090830-001 and 07-11-2007-
155411-001.

I attach copies of the relevant responses. You will note that some personal details such as names
and addresses have been withheld under exemption 5.40 (Personal Information) of the Freedom of
Information Act 2000.

If you are unhappy with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of
your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal resolution is not
possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apRly for an independent internal review by
contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6™ Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall,
SW1A 2HB (e-mail Info-XD@mod.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review must
be made within 40 working days of the date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has
come to an end.

If you remain unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate the case until the internal
review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information
Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner’s website,
http://'www.informationcommisgioner.gov.uk.”

Yours sincerely,




*

IREDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT|

From:

Sent: 05 December 2007 11:32
N ] -
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST - 07-11

Subject:

Attachments: R - FILES FOR RELEASE pdf
e
T
Q1. What is the redaction policy for documents released as a result of this initiative
Will public and/or official names be withheld?

-2007-155411-001

It is the intention to make both the DAS and DIS files available in digital
format through TNA "Doc-Online" service. However, as the DAS original
files were created in paper, thege files will be transferred to TNA and made

available to the public in that format in dye course. The original DIS paper

However, there is an internal process that the records have to undergo at TNA
before they can be made available to the general public. It is not envisaged that
will be any significant delays in Placing the redacted electronic files on Docs

Q4. Ifthe documents are redacted, will the unredacted versions be available as per
current arrangements i.e_under the 30 vear mle?

s time to declare with absolute certainty that all
redactions will be available after 30 years,

Q5.  IfFOI Tequests are to be included do You mean the original request. the
responses or both?




It is intended that both the original request and answer will be released. Names
and addresses of requesters will be withheld.

Q6  What will be the most recent dates on released material under this initiative?

Material released over the coming years will include documents up to and
including 2007

Q7.  Can you please provide a list of files it is intended to release?

I attach a list of those closed files the MoD will be releasing. You will note that
the titles of a number of files have been partially redacted. This is because the
titles contain the names of correspondents which are being withheld under
exemption s.40 (Personal Information) of the Freedom of Information Act
2000. Files A-W on series D/DAS/10/2/8/13 are entitled “Information
Management - Defence Information Management - The Freedom of
Information Act - Requests for Information”. However, for reasons of space, 1
have shortened the titles on the attached spreadsheet to “FOI Requests”.

Q8.  Will this planned release affect FOI requests for material which is intended for
release?

All FOI requests will be considered on an individual basis, but the MoD will
apply exemption s.22 (Information intended for Future Publication) if it deems
it appropriate. As I am sure you will appreciate, the more time that is spent
answering individual FOI requests, the longer the release programme will take.

Q9.  Which files are intended for release in the first tranche and is there a provisional
date for that release.

Currently a range of files are being reviewed and prepared for release. Until
these administrative procedures have been completed and the Lord
Chancellor’s Advisory Council has approved the necessary Lord Chancellor’s
Instruments it is not possible to advise you which files will be released in the
first tranche or to set a provisional date for their release.

If you are unhappy with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the
handling of your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal
resolution is not possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an
independent internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6t
Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail Info-XD(@mod.uk).
Please note that any request for an internal review must be made within 40 working
days of the date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has come to an end.

If you remain unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to
the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of
Information Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate
the case until the internal review process has been completed. Further details of the
role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner’s
website, http.//www.informationcommissioner, gov.uk.”




o [REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT]

Yours sincerely,

DAS-FOI
)
MoD Main Building
Whitehall
Londen
SWiA 2HB




DAS FILES FOR RELEASE

Prefix File Number Part Title

D/DS8/ 10/209/1
D/Sec(AS} 12/1
D/Sec(AS) 1272
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
DiSec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 1272
DiSec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 1272
D/Sec(AS) 1272
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec{AS) 1272
D/Sec(AS) 12/2/1
D/Sec(AS) 12/3

C  General Briefs & Reports, UFQ Correspondence
A Unidentified Flying Objects - Policy
A Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQ) Reports
B  Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQ) Reports
C  Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQ) Reports
D Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) Reports
E  Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) Reports
F  Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQ) Reports
G Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQO) Reports
H  Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) Reports
I Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQ) Reports
J Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQO) Reports
K  Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) Reports
L. Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) Reports
M Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQ) Reports
N Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) Reports
O Unidentified Flying Objects (UF(Q) Reports
A UFOs Report of Sighting Rendlesham Forest December 1981
A Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence
D/Sec(AS) 1273 B  Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence
D/Sec{AS) 12/3 C  Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence
D/Sec{AS) 1213 D Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 E
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 F
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 G
D/Sec{AS) 12/3 H
D/Sec(AS) 1273 I
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 J
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 K
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 L
D/Sec(AS) 1273 M
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 N
D/Sec(AS) 1273 0
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 P
D/Sec{AS} 12/3 Q
D/Sec{AS) 12/3 R
D/Sec(AS) 12/4 A
. DiSec(AS) 12/4 B
- D/Sec(AS) 12/5 A
D/Sec(AS) 12/6 A
A
A

Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOS) - Correspondence

Unideatified Flying Objects (UFQOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) — Parliamentary Questions & Enquiries
UFOs — Parliamentary Questions & Enquiries

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) - Close Encounters, Alien Entities, Abductions

Unidentified Flymg Objects (UFOs) - Alleged UFO Incident Crash of Lightning F6 8
Sep 70
Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQs) - Incident 31 March 1993

UFQOs — Policy

D/Sec(AS) 12/7
D/DAS(Sec 64/1



:)/DAS(Sec 64/1 UFQs — Policy
}DIDAS(Sec 64/1 UFQOs - Policy
;:VDAS(Sec 64/1 UFOQOs - Policy
;D/DAS(Sec 64/1 UFOs — Policy

)
D/DAS(Sec 64/1/1 UFOs - Policy - Selected Papers (1974-1995)

%)fSec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/DAS(Sec 64/2

Unidentified Flying Objects — UFO Sighting Reports
UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

UFQs — UFQ Sighting Reports

UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

UFGs — UFO Sighting Reports

Unidentified Flying Objects Sighting reports

)
D/DAS(Sec 64/2

)
D/DAS(Sec 64/2

)

UFOs — UFO Sighting Reporis

UFQs - UFQ Sighting Reports

D/DAS/ 64/2 UFQs — UFQ Sighting Reports
D/DAS/ 64/2 UFQs — UFQ Sighting Reports
D/DAS/ 64/2 UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports
D/DAS/ 6472 UFOs — UFQ Sighting Reports
D/DAS/ 64/2 UFOs —~ UFO Sighting Reporis .
D/DAS/ 64/2 UFQOs — UFQ Sighting Reports
D/DAS/ 64/2 UFQOs — UFO Sighting Reports
D/DAS/ ad4/2 UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

D/Sec{AS) 64/3
D/Sec{AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3

UFQs — Public Correspondence
UFOQOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFQOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs - Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFQs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFQOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
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D/Sec(AS)
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D/DAS/
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D/DAS/
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec{AS)
D/Sec{AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec{AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
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D/DAS/
- D/DAS/
D/DAS/
D/DAS/
D/DAS/
D/DAS/
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)

D/DAS(Sec
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D/DAS/
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64/3
64/3
64/3
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64/3
64/3
64/3
64/3
64/3
64/3
64/3
64/3/1
64/3/1
64/3/2
64/3/3
64/3/4
64/3/5
64/3/6
64/3/7
64/3/8
64/3/9
64/3/10
64/3/11

. 64/3/11

64/3/11
64/3/11
64/3/11
64/3/12
64/3/13
64/3/14
64/3/15
64/3/15
64/3/16
64/4
64/4
64/4
64/4
64/4
64/4
64/4

64/5

10/2/8/13
10/2/8/13
10/2/8/13
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UFOs — Public Correspondence

UFOs — Public Cotrespondence

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFQs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOQOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Cormrespondence & Requests for Information

UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent X3S0
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXX 330X
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XX X3 XXX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XX XXX XX XX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXX XXO{XXXX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XX 3300 XXX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XX XXX XX XXX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXX X XXXXXX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXX XX XX XX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXX XX XXX XK
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXXX XXX XXX
UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - XX XXX XXX

UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - XX 3OO XX

UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - XX XXX X

UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - X3CCXX XXX XXX

UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - XXX XXX

UFQOs - Pubtic Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXX XX XX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXXXXXXXXX
UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - XXX XXX XXXXX

UFOs - Persistenit Correspondent - XXXXXXXXXXX

UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - XXXXXXXXXXX

UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - X XXXXXXXXXX

UFOs — Parliamentary Questions & Enquiries

UFOs — Parliamentary Questions & Enquiries

UFOs — PQs/Pes

UFOs — PQs/Pes

UFOs - PQs/Pes

UFOs — PQs/Pes

UFOs — PQs/Pes

UFOQOs — Press Cuttings
FOI Requests
FOI Requests
FOI Requests



D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 D  FOIRequests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 E  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 F  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 G  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 H  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 I  FOIRequests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 1  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 K FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 L FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 M  FOI Requesis

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 N  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 O FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 P FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 Q@  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 R FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 S FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 T  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 U  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 V  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 W FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 X Freedom of Information - Requests for Information
D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 Y  FOI Requests for Information requests
D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 Z  FOI Requests for Information requests

DIS FILES FOR

RELEASE

D/DISS/ 108/15/1/32 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/34 Ur'O - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/35 UFO - Incidents

D/DI55/ 108/15/1/36 A UFQ - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/36 B UFO - Incidents

D/DISS/ 108/15/1/37 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/38 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/39 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/40 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/41 UFOQ - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/42 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/43 UFOQ - Incidents
D/DISS/ 108/15/1/44 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/45 UFQ - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/46 UFQO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/47 UFO - Incidents
D/DIS5/ 108/15/1/48 UFQ - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/49 UFO - Incidents
D/DI5S/ 108/15/1/50 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/51 UFO - Incidents

D/DI5S/ 108/15/1/52 UFO - Incidents




D/DI5s/
D/DI55/
D/DI55/
D/DIS5/
D/DI5S/

108/15/1/53
108/15/1/54 .
108/15
108/15
108/15

4
5
6

UFO - Incidents
UFQ - Incidents
UFO - Policy
UFO - Policy
UFO - Policy
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IREDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT|

From:

Sent: 01 November 2007 16:02

To:

Subject: Release-authorised: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 08-10-2007-090830-001
De '

Thank you for your Freedom of Information request of 5 October 2007 asking
whether the MoD had decided to release the UFO files held by both DIS5 and DAS. Additionally,
you asked for details of how and when the department intends to implement this release and for
access to records of any discussions relating to this release that have taken place since January 2007.

There are some 160 DAS and DI55 files that deal with the subject of UFOs dating back to the 1970s
and it has been decided to place them in the National Archive over the next three years,
commencing, it is hoped, in Spring 2008. The release will be undertaken on a rolling programme in
chronological order, starting with the oldest files first and will also include Freedom of Information
requests received since 2005 relating to UFOs.

Regarding your request for access to documents of any di scussions within MoD on the release of
files, I can inform you that the Ministry of Defence holds relevant material but we believe this
information, which discusses the formulation of MoD policy, falls within the scope of a qualified
exemption of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is exemption S.35 (Formulation of
Government Policy). As a qualified exemption, it is necessary for the Ministry of Defence to
consider whether there are overriding reasons why disclosure would not be in the public interest.

The Freedom of Information Act requires us to respond to requests promptly and in any case no later
than 20 working days after receiving your request. However, when a qualified exemption applies to
the information and the public interest test has to be conducted, the Act allows the time for response
to be longer than the 20 working days. A full response must be provided within such time as is
reasonable in all circumstances of the case and, in response to your requests, it is therefore planned
to let you have a final decision on where the balance of public interest lies, by 14 December 2007.
However, I would hope that the matter can be resolved quicker than that and I will push for an early
response.

If you are unhappy with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of
your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal resolution is not possible
and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an independent internal review by contacting the
Director of Information Exploitation, 6 Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-
mail Info-XD@mod.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review must be made within 40
working days of the date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has come to an end.

If you remain unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the Information
Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note
that the Information Commissioner will not investigate the case until the internal review process has
been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be
found on the Commissioner’s website, http://www informationcommissioner.gov.uk ”

Finally, my response of 25 June 2007 to your previous request on this subject, treated exemption
s.35 as an absolute rather than a qualified exemption and therefore failed to point out the need for a
formal public interest test. Please accept my apologies for this mistake.

Yours sincerely,

ﬁle:f‘/E: 19/12/2007

S
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DAS-FO!

05—H |
MoD Main Buildin,

Whitehall :
London
SW1A 2HB

file:/E: EReg hirrD) 19/12/2007




IREDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT|

From:
Sent: 11 December 2007 15:31
To:
Subject: Release-authorised: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 08-10-
2007-090830-001
Dear

In my response dated 1 November 2007 to your Freedom of
Information request reference 08-10-2007-090830-001, I explained that access to
documents of any internal discussions within MoD regarding the release of MoD
UFO/UAP files was exempted under exemption s.35 (Formulation of Government
Policy), and that additional time was required to conduct a public interest test.

Section 35(1)(a) of the Act provides that information may be exempt from disclosure if
it would, or would be likely to, prejudice the formulation or development of
government policy. The decision to proactively release such a large number of files to
the National Archive, was quite clearly a matter of government policy.

This is not the end of the matter, of course; section 35 is a qualified exemption,
meaning that the MOD must assess the balance of public interest in release of the
information. We have done this at several levels:

i There is an undoubted public interest in the public being able to assess the
quality of advice being given to ministers and subsequent decision making based on
that advice. Given the level of interest in the matter amongst a small but vociferous
section of the public, and the probability that ill informed speculation and conspiracy
theories are likely to be rife, it is reasonable that the public have a right to know why
the Ministry of Defence has made its decision to release the UFO/UAP files.

ii. Greater transparency makes government more accountable to the electorate
and increases trust; if by releasing these discussion papers we were to demonstrate that
the decision to proceed was one taken on good advice and following a sensible debate,
this may have a positive effect in increasing public confidence in government decision-
making. However, if the advice and debate behind policy-making were routinely
disclosed, officials may be less willing to offer frank advice or ministers may be less
willing to explore the full range of policy options. There is a risk that officials could
come under pressure not to challenge ideas in the formulation of policy, thus leading to
poorer decision making. Ministers and officials also need to be able to conduct
rigorous and candid risk assessments of their policies in a free space without constant
scrutiny. Discussions surrounding the release of these files are still on going. This is a
major exercise, which I believe is unique in MoD history. The MoD will be proactively
placing a large number of files less that 30 years old in the National Archive in both
paper and importantly, electronic format. The practical difficulties of this are still under
discussion and may well continue to be for some time. As we work on the transfer of
these files to the National Archive, we are coming across a number of challenges and
need to be able to discuss and seek solutions without the concern that our discussions
will be placed in the public domain while this process is ongoing.

Taking the above arguments into account, in this case, we believe that it would not be
in the public interest to disclose the discussion documents surrounding the decision to
place the DIS and DAS UFO/UARP files in the National Archive. That having been said,






